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SUMMER 2024Upcoming Events
	Dog Days Deals Rummage 
	 Sale intake begins July 18  
	 - Aug. 10 (only on Thurs, Fri, Sat) 

	Dog Days Deals Rummage Sale  
	 – Aug. 14-17

	ND Raise for Rescues  
	 – Sept. 2-15

These Country Boys Need to Find Homes
Hank and Merle are two very sweet and handsome gentlemen that 

arrived at the shelter as small puppies, along with three littermates – all 
covered in sarcoptic mange, which is highly contagious. Because of their 
condition, they grew up in a quarantine situation, which was not ideal, but 
necessary for the health and safety of our staff and shelter population.

These guys are a bit shy due to their start in life, but they are so much 
fun, and both have hearts of gold. Their littermates, Wynona, Dolly, and 
George, have all been adopted and are living the great life with their 
families. Hank and Merle deserve to find their forever families as well and 
we are hoping they come to visit soon.

Volunteer Kalyn has this to say about Merle:
"Don’t let Merle’s size and furrowed brow fool you - he has a heart 

of gold. He loves to run outside and play with his brother. Rain, shine, 
or mud, Merle loves to be outside. Usually, he likes to sit down at the 
top of the hill and watch the world go by. If you’re looking for a “people 
watching” buddy, Merle is your dog! 

Despite spending almost his entire life at the shelter, Merle has 
an unbreakable spirit and is always happy to accept treats, toys, and 
affection. He loves to give kisses and put his two front paws up for a hug. 
Merle keeps an upbeat attitude and is always ready for his next adventure, 
like a car ride or a trip to the drive-thru for fast food. He will take just 
a plain hamburger. He’s not a fan of French Fries so you never have to 
worry about him trying to steal yours!"

Volunteer Bev has this to say about Hank:
“Hank is a very sweet, gentle boy and he is very easy to walk. He is a 

little shy with certain people, so you do need to take some time to get to 
know him. His most favorite thing is to pick out toys and hide them all 
over the shelter property. He has hiding spots in the play yards, around 
the garage, and even in the English garden area. He is a volunteer favorite, 
and he loves when Volunteer Eileen takes him for car rides, especially 
for chicken nuggets. Hank is a bit of a go with the flow kind of guy and is 
happy to be with you. He has a knack for making you smile.”

Please consider giving Merle or Hank a chance. Ask to visit them when 
you visit the shelter. Maybe one of them will be your new best friend!

Merle

Hank



See page 4 for all the information

Membership meetings
Membership meetings are held the third 
Tuesday of each month at the CDHS shelter 
at 6 p.m.
Please join us and give your input as the 
future of the Central Dakota Humane Society 
is discussed and planned. Call 701-667-2020 
for more info. All interested parties welcome.

August 20 • September 17, 
October 15 • November 19

(MEETINGS MAY BE HELD ONLINE AS NECESSARY.)

• Monetary donations
• Gasoline cards
• Cat litter (non-clumping)*
• Booklets of Forever Stamps
• Bleach
• Fleece (Should be new - Will be used to 

make blankets to sell.)
• Batting for fleece blankets
• White garbage bags (13 gallon)
• HE liquid laundry detergent
• Canned dog and cat food 
• Chicken baby food
• Toilet paper
• Black lawn and leaf garbage bags
• Epson 410 Black and CMY ink cartridges
• HP 952 CMY and Black ink cartridges
• Frontline flea and tick protection  

(no generics please)
• Vehicle donations are always welcome!

* Always in short supply.

Volunteer Orientations
Contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Stephanie, 
at 701-667-2020 or volunteers@cdhs.net 
if you would like to volunteer at CDHS. The 
animals are always in need of volunteers. We 
would love to hear from you!

Needs
List

Please be sure to check out our Amazon 
Wish List. Items on that list often change 

and you can conveniently purchase them and 
have them shipped directly to the shelter. 
We also encourage purchases from local 

businesses. We have collection boxes at KT 
Animal Supply and Runnings – Bismarck.

Tours and Thanks and Things
	Cheers to all our CDHS supporters who held Facebook fundraisers for birthdays 

and just because – Lindsey Dutton, Alicia Retzer, Jacob Williams, Julie Howe, 
Rocky Zasatoupil, Joyce Hoff, Lise Ketterling, Sarah Zander-Lund, Kaylee 
Beckler, Rena Dwelle, Jill Kautzman, Beth Kisling, Misty Rae Lauer, Hippy 
Jane Peterson, Jamie Vaughan, Dave Throndset, Michelle Jean, Janice Huertas, 
Coleen Clotten, LuAnn Rae, Todd Allen, Lindsey Clark, Rachel R Mc, Beverly 
Everett, Angie Johnson, Susan Lofthus, Jason Rusbult, Rachel Mae Hankin, Abby 
Wallette, Mercedes Vandover, Julie Poffenberger, Caden Dillman, Ellie Shockley

	 Thank you to the Solheim Elementary Camp Ed Rising 1st graders! We stopped 
by to give a presentation about the shelter and how to be kind to animals. 
They surprised us with a big pile of donations and $162 that they raised with 
a lemonade stand they held for all the students and teachers in the school. 
They raised that amount of money in 30 minutes! These were some very kind, 
respectful, thoughtful, generous, and smart kiddos. The future looks bright!

	Thank you to Dakota Outdoor Advertising for sponsoring our billboard 
advertising the Shaggy Shuffle!

	 Thank you to the North Dakota Local Public Health Employees for the donation 
from their Jeans Day funds. We appreciate you!

	Thank you to Ugly Box Retail for the donation of E-collars!
	 Thank you to the Ft. Lincoln Elementary Student Council for raising money for 

the CDHS pets and for stopping by for a visit. We so appreciate you! Have a great 
summer!

	Thank you to Dakota Community Access for continuing to feature our pets on 
their Community Access Channel 12. What a great way to spread the word about 
pets looking for homes. 

	 Thank you to Girl Scout 
Troop 83053 from 
Bismarck! For their 
Bronze Award Project 
they made a whole 
bunch of snuffle mats. 
They are done so well 
and our cats and dogs 
will love them! To top 
it off, they also brought 
Girl Scout cookies for our volunteers and staff. Yum!!

	 Thank you to Ethan for collecting the 'unusable' tennis balls at the tennis court. 
He even took them home and washed them all. Our dogs will love them!

	Thank you to Wachter Middle School FACS Club for making homemade dog  
toys. We can share these with the shelter dogs when they are supervised.  
So generous! 

	 Thank you to the ND Roughrider Lions and Leos. During downtime at their 
national qualifying tournament, they made some dog toys. Thank you to 
representatives Annette, Emilee, and Loren for stopping out to deliver and visit.

	Thank you to the Crown Butte Wranglers 4H Club for collecting food and cash 
donations for Buddy's Bowl. We appreciate you!

	 Thank you to our Shaggy Shuffle $1,000 Cash Raffle winners – Arnold Ziegler, 
Kevin Schramm, Lori Nitsch, and Judy Reile for donating back all or part of their 
winnings to help the pets at CDHS! 
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Shelter Report
By Sue Buchholz, Shelter Director

Last night we held the Shaggy 
Shuffle, our annual pet walk/
fundraiser for the animals. But 

a cold, rainy June day turned it into the Soggy Shuffle. Dog 
people know that their fur kids need outside time no matter 
the weather. But when we organize these events there is a lot 
more involved than simply gathering our friends together for 
a big group dog walk. At the event we also planned to have 
dog trainers, CDHS merchandise for sale, other pet vendors 
with items for sale, food trucks, a photo booth, agility course 
and more. All set up outside. Hence the dampness of the day 
had us pivot and cancel the extra vortex of activities planned, 
and just move forward with just the walk part. We share 
your disappointment, we truly do. A lot of planning goes into 
everything we do, but that’s just the unpredictability of the 
weather in ND. So, at the appointed time, there was a chill in 
the air, but we ended up with a small window of dry sky and the 
walkers had a lovely stroll around the park. We did notice all 
the dogs were smiling anyway, despite the gloomy day. And the 
people were smiling too! And so were we, because no matter the 
event or circumstances, our animal loving friends always bundle 
up or show up or buck up – to make it happen for the animals. 

There are more resources available for animals than ever in 
our area, and I for one feel that is a very good thing. I always 
say that animals can never have too many friends! But if you 
follow our social media posts, all rescues are taxed for space, 
resources, volunteers, you name it. We all need more of all of 
the above! I recently read some criticism of an animal rescue 
receiving gaming funds…. really? What could possibly be wrong 
with that? I can think of no better places to spend and receive 

Fundraising and Phone Calls – Both Never End
gaming funds than helping animals in need. I see firsthand the 
time, effort, and resources needed to plan and implement every 
single event, large and small. From an open house to a bake sale 
to a sit-down dinner and auction. And yet we do these events 
and try to make them bigger and better for your enjoyment and 
so we can continue to fulfill our mission.

As I wrote the first paragraph today, we received four calls 
for assistance. One is regarding a kitten of a feral Momma 
cat; the kitten has an injured leg. Another was a loose kitten, 
possibly in a car engine on a busy city street. Another was 
requesting a spay/neuter coupon. And the last was needing to 
rehome an aggressive dog for someone who is hospitalized. This 
is one paragraphs worth! We have not even opened our doors 
yet for the day. Yesterday the police brought a cat that had most 
likely been hit by a car. An emergency vet visit did not bring 
us good news. The poor guy had either a head or neck injury 
and started seizing upon exam. The kindest thing we could do 
was to end his suffering. I guess what I am trying to say is, our 
fundraising efforts will not stop, because calls for assistance 
do not stop. All rescues are in the same boat. We will all do the 
best we can with what we have, and we will take the keyboard 
warriors’ criticism when it comes, because it seems more and 
more people have forgotten their manners and lack common 
sense. Please do give to the organizations that touch your heart! 
If animals are not your jam, find what is.

We find we do not have the time to deal with criticism about 
how we raise funds, why we raise funds, what we do with the 
funds. We do not have the time, because our phones will not 
stop ringing.

North Dakota Race for Rescues fundraiser event 
will run from Labor Day (Sept. 2), for two weeks, 
through Sept. 15. All you have to do is DONATE! No 
running, walking, doing jumping jacks, or surfing – 
just exercise those fingers, log on to the donation 
software and give with your heart. The proceeds will 
be divided among all the participating animal rescues 
and shelters, including CDHS and all local rescues, Kitty 
City, Furry Friends Rockin’ Rescue, Purrfect Pound Pals, 
Miles of Love Dog Rescue. We are working on signing up many 
more rescues across the state of North Dakota and will have a 
complete list available in early August. We will begin promoting 

RAISE FOR RESCUES
Helping Animal Shelters And Rescues Across North Dakota

the event on social media and in other ways in late 
August. Watch for more info!

Pet rescue in North Dakota is in an urgent state. 
There are far too many unwanted pets that are being 
discarded and dumped, or who wander off and no 
one cares to look for them. Rescues and shelters 

are bursting with animals, with multiple calls and 
messages coming in daily, asking for help with more.
Please do all you can to help these animals in need 

– Adopt, Foster, Share Information, and DONATE! Raise for 
Rescues is a great way to help rescues and shelters across our 
whole state. Thank you for loving the animals!
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Our Volunteers are Pawsome!Our Volunteers are Pawsome!Our Volunteers are Pawsome!
By Stephanie Santos, Volunteer Coordinator

Meet Tareena Johnson, she 
does double duty as a Cat AND 
Dog Critter Companion! She also 
specializes in enrichment – which 
means she spends all of her time 
interacting and socializing with our 
animals kennel side!

When asked why she volunteers 
her time with CDHS Tareena 
responded, “What CDHS does is 
life-changing for the pets. I want to 
be a part of that and help as much 
as I can. I have love left to give and 
I think these animals can use all the 
love they can get. I also tend to like 
pets better than people but I think 
very highly of all the staff at CDHS 
so I would rather volunteer where those humans are than 
somewhere else!”

COMING SOON
Purses for Paws Online Auction

Watch for information coming this fall about a fantastic 
consignment online auction fundraiser filled with more than 
50 designer handbags, including totes, crossbodys, wallets, 
backpacks, and more. Brand Names include Coach, Kate 
Spade, Michael Kors, DKNY, Calvin Klein, Kipling, The Sak, 
Urban Expression, and many others. 

Purses for Paws will start on National Handbag Day –  
Oct.10 (9 am) to Oct. 13 (9 pm).

	To celebrate MDU Resources’ 
100th Anniversary, the MDU 
Resources Foundation 
donated an additional 
10- $10,000 grants (totaling $100,000) to nonprofits 
in communities in five states where the company 
operates. Employees with MDU Resources companies 
nominated their favorite charity to be considered for 
one of 10 grants. CDHS was so honored to be chosen as 
one of the 10 charities. Wow!!!

	A huge round of a-paws to Will, Andrew, and Kari from Capital 
Credit Union for dropping off a load of needed items and a 
cash donation to help the shelter pets. Thank you!

	 A big Thank You to David 
at KT Animal Supply and 
Natural Balance Pet Foods 
for the major donation to 
Buddy’s Bowl Program. 
And a huge thank you to 
all the KT/NB customers 
who purchase the food that 
helps to fund this giveback 
program. They are helping 
CDHS provide for community pets in need.

	 Thank you to Sanford Home Health and Hospice for donating 
their Jean's Day money to help the pets at CDHS!

Tours and Thanks and Things
From page 1

Tareena, with one of her favorite kitties, Tormund.

This is how Tareena describes her 
favorite part of being a volunteer: “My 
favorite part of volunteering at CDHS 
is getting to see the animals coming 
out of their shells or demonstrating 
behaviors that indicate they are 
beginning to trust humans again. 
Nothing is more rewarding than a 
dog who previously hid at the back 
of their kennel running to greet you 
or a cat who previously smacked 
you going to the front of their kennel 
purring and asking for scratches. 
These babies all deserve loving 
homes, but CDHS makes sure they 
are loved and taken care of until that 
permanent home is found.”

Well, we could not do this work without you, Tareena! 
THANK YOU for all you do!

	Thank you to our Buddy’s Bowl Boosters of the quarter 
– BNSF Railway Foundation, KT Animal Supply, Natural 
Balance Pet Foods, Runnings Bismarck, Cashwise Foods, 
Walmart Mandan, Minn-Kota PAAWS 
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 “To lose patience is to lose the 
battle.”– Mahatma Ghandi

Here at the shelter, you can witness 
many of our volunteers practicing this 

mantra with our animals. So many arrive scared, confused and some 
even angry, that it’s hard not to immediately sweep them up into 
our arms the moment we lay eyes on them. But we know that with 
some of these animals, moving at a snail’s pace provides a far more 
rewarding and long-lasting outcome.

In the cat building, it’s not unusual to find a volunteer simply 
sitting beside a cat who has chosen to stay safely out of reach or 
securely hidden or tucked under their bed. It may not appear as 
exciting as the volunteer playing chase with the kitten in one of the 
visiting rooms, but if you patiently watch this scene unfold you will 
come to appreciate the incremental changes that take place between 
the volunteer and the cat in the days and weeks to come.

The changes are subtle, for sure. Maybe the volunteer sits just a 
little bit closer. Then over time the cat may give a brief appearance 
to retrieve some tasty treat the volunteer strategically leaves behind. 
Then one day you’ll find the volunteer very gently petting this cat. 
No, it may not look like much but when you realize how far this 
animal has come you just can’t help but smile with pure satisfaction. 
Because one day, this same cat will come up to the kennel door when 
you randomly stop by to say hi and you’ll realize this was the same 
cat that refused to come out of hiding, and you won’t help but feel 
such overwhelming gratitude to the volunteers who helped make the 
moment possible. 

In the dog building it’s a little harder to appreciate these hard-won 
victories. It’s easy to get overwhelmed instead by the frenzied barking 
and over the top displays of excitement from the dogs anticipating 
their first walk of the day. It’s easy to miss the pair of feet in one of 
the kennels leading up to a volunteer who is calmly and quietly sitting 
beside a dog who is too scared to leave the back of its kennel. But 
rest assured that over time, and with enough patience from these 
volunteers, you will find this dog just as excited to come up to its 
kennel door in expectation of the day’s walk. 

Don’t forget that waiting is hard for our animals too. Those 20 to 
30 minutes spent outside on a walk may seem like seconds for them, 
while inside it may feel like an eternity before their next one. But 
with the help of some empathetic, and very patient, volunteers our 
dogs can also learn that cuddling, playing games, and relaxing inside 
their kennel is not such a bad way to pass the time before their next 
walk.

I like to have silent conversations with our animals. And for me, 
when I experience situations like the ones I just described, I imagine 
our conversation goes a little something like this,

Animal: “Wait. All you want to do is sit there and keep me 
company?”

Stephanie’s Corner
By Stephanie Santos, Volunteer Coordinator

The Power of Patience

Me: “Yes.”
Animal: “That’s all?”
Me: “That’s all.”
Animal: “And sometimes you’ll give me yummy treats?”
Me: “Absolutely!”
Animal: “Or just talk to me?”
Me: “Yep!”
Animal: “And maybe play a little game?”
Me: “Why not?”
Animal: “And maybe rub my belly or scritch behind my ear?”
Me: “Sounds good to me!”
Animal: “And you’ll keep coming back to do it all over again 

and again?”
Me: “Looking forward to it.”
Animal: “Hmmm….”
Keep in mind, this conversation takes course over a 

multitude of visits. And with some animals, it will take a village 
to complete this conversation. I have found that the time spent 
striking up this conversation with one of our animals is time 
very well spent. 

Yes, patience is powerful. Do you have the patience it takes 
to converse with one of our animals waiting so patiently for 
their forever home? Please consider volunteering your time, 
and most importantly your patience, with our animals.

Volunteer Eileen socializes with Savy in her kennel as she heals from 
a foot injury.
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Band Night is a Great 
Outing for Our Shelter Pups

We had an amazing night for a Band Night Parade! 
Thanks so much to our volunteers and staff for working 
with the shelter dogs and thank you to our wonderful 
alumni families for bringing along some former shelter 
dogs to join in. 

We brought along some puppies who haven't had much 
life experience outside of the shelter. In the beginning, they 
were a little nervous 
and trying to take in all 
the commotion. By the 
end of the parade, you 
could see them really 
enjoying the walk and 
being such great dogs. 
Another fun night in the 
community! 

This Donation is a Hole in One!
This is the story of a truly amazing donation. It all starts 

with Holly Watts, CDHS supporter, and we think one of the 
greatest golfers ever. She was chosen to take two shots on the 
Dave Schultz's The Hole in One Show (which airs on KFYR in 
Bismarck). She ended up winning her show by being closest at 
5 feet 8 inches from the pin. She chose CDHS as her charity and 
we were gifted $1,000 by Scheels! Wow!

But wait! There's MORE!! Holly also was the closest to the 
pin for the entire season and that earned CDHS another $2,500, 

sponsored by the Dakota Medical Foundation. AND MORE! 
Tharaldson Ethanol also joined in and gifted us another $500.

Whew! $4,000 - all because Holly has a heart for the animals, 
and she can hit a golf ball. We're so impressed by Holly's 
generosity and her golfing talent. And we are so grateful for 
the donations made by those great organizations AND the cool 
opportunity provided by Dave Schultz.

Let's hear it for Holly and all these amazingly generous 
organizations supporting their community! 
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See more CDHS adoptable pets 
at www.cdhs.netAdoptable Pets

ALDI
Spayed Female
Short Hair (DSH) 
Black
Approximate DOB: 
April 2023 

ALFONZO
Neutered Male
Terrier Mix
Approximate DOB: 
June 2023

BERNARDO
Neutered Male
Terrier Mix
Approximate DOB: 
September 2021

CALLUM
Neutered Male
Short Hair (DSH) 
Brown Tabby
 Approximate DOB: 
June 2022 

CLAYTON
Neutered Male
Bulldog Mix
Approximate DOB: 
February 2023

EVELINE
Spayed Female
Long Hair (DLH) 
Brown Tabby and 
White
Approximate DOB: 
March 2016

FREYA
Spayed Female
Corgi/Husky Mix
Approximate DOB: 
June 2019

GRISWOLD
Neutered Male
Short Hair (DSH) 
Gray and White
Approximate DOB: 
March 2021

KENO
Neutered Male
Short Hair (DSH) 
Orange Tabby
Approximate DOB: 
April 2023

LENA
Spayed Female
Short Hair (DSH) 
Orange Tabby
Approximate DOB: 
April 2021

LUCY
Spayed Female
Short Hair (DSH) 
Brown Tabby with 
White
Approximate DOB: 
March 2019

MARTY
Neutered Male
Long Hair (DLH) 
Brown Tabby
Approximate DOB: 
December 2023
Origin: Stray

MCFLY
Neutered Male
Long Hair (DLH) 
Brown Tabby
Approximate DOB: 
December 2023

MONROE
Neutered Male
Short Hair (DSH) 
Orange Tabby and 
White
Approximate DOB: 
March 2020

OLIVER
Neutered Male
Heeler Mix
Approximate DOB: 
October 2022
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Please support these businesses that display CDHS donation canisters
All Pets Veterinary Clinic
Bed ‘n’ Biscuit Ranch
Bismarck Animal Clinic and 

Hospital
Bismarck Sewing & Quilting
Burleigh County Senior Center
Butcher Block Meats
Cappuccino on Collins 
Captain Jack’s Liquor – Mandan
Captain Jack’s Liquor – North
Captain Jack’s Liquor – Northwest
Captain Jack’s Liquor – South
Cashwise Liquor – North
Cashwise Liquor – South
Clothes Mentor
Cloverdale Country Store
D’Fine Tanning & Hair Salon
Dakota Pharmacy
Dakota Prairie Vet Service

Expressway C-Store
Four Paws Inn
Gold Label Feeds
Gourmet Doggy Diner
Healthy Dog Center
Heart River Animal Hospital
Hey Ocean
Interstate Vet Clinic
Jay's Pawn Shop – Bismarck
KT Animal Supply
Kroll's – Mandan
Kroll’s – North
Lewis & Clark Animal Hospital
Little Caesar's Pizza – South
Little Caesars Pizza – North
Little Cottage Café
Little Dukes (Cashwise gas 

station)
M&H Gas

Marshall Lumber Company 
Medicine Shoppe – Mandan 
Midway Lanes
Missouri Valley Vet Clinic:  

Commerce/Pinehurst/
Mandan

Moritz Sport & Marine
Norm’s Eatery
On The Run – Bismarck (North)
On The Run – Mandan
Pet Place Grooming
Plato’s Closet
Plaza Beer Depot
Plaza Drug
Polar Package
Pony Express
Red Trail Petro & Pizza
Rock’N 50’s Café
Runnings – Bismarck

Runnings – Mandan
Scotty’s Drive-In 
Simonson's – North
Space Aliens Grill & Bar
StaMart – Bismarck
Taco Del Mar – South
Taco John’s – Mandan
Taco John’s – North
Taco John’s – South
Taco John’s/Good Times 

– Bismarck
Top Dog Grooming
Treasures of the Sea & Earth
Tri-Center Cenex
West Dakota Meats
West River Chiropractic
Williquors

A Shaggy Shuffle PIVOT
Much like one of our favorite 

Friends episodes where they were 
carrying the couch up the stairs, 
things didn’t exactly go as planned at 
our annual Shaggy Shuffle. And also 
much like the Friends episode, we 
had to PIVOT! PIVOT!

We tongue-in-cheek renamed 
is as the Soggy Shuffle and did a 
little reimagining. Unfortunately, 
our vendors and activities were 
washed away with the cold, windy, 
drizzly day. Thankfully, we had many 
diehard supporters and doggos 
brave the weather and stop down at 
Sertoma park anyway. They collected 
their pup cups and other prizes, we 
drew our $1,000 raffle winners, and 
then we had a nice walk. By the 
time the walk time rolled around, 
the weather had cleared up and it 
ended up being a beautiful night for a 
Shaggy Shuffle.

Thank you to all who helped, all 
who made it to the event, and to all 
who supported us even though they 
couldn’t attend. Your support of our 
events and fundraisers is what keeps 
this machine movin’.

Thank you to our vendors who 
were not able to attend. Even though 
we were washed out, we are so 

thankful for your support!
PAWZ Enrichment Center, Elevate Canine 

Academy, Bed n Biscuit Ranch, Dakota 
Canine Massage and Treats, Angela Diane 
Photography - Bismarck-Mandan Newborn 
& Family Photographer, Mabel's All Day, 
Rocket Dog Running, Kiki’s Animal Service, 

Rover & Whiskers, Shaun Joseph – Pet 
Insurance, Tinker & Bone Studio, Noelle 
Grace Designs, Danegirl Designs, Beverly 
Everett, Creepfactor Art, Arica's Pet Sitting, 
Bowwow Bandanas, Wag and Wonder, Kat 
Socks, Unconventional Cookies, Deuce Crew, 
Farmer Tillie's Homemade Dog Treats. 
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I must admit, when we adopted our 
first little kitty, we didn’t know a whole 
lot about caring for the critter. We just 
used some instinct and figured it out as 
we went along. (And, just an FYI – there 
was no internet or Google back in those 
days.) One of the things I used my instinct 
on was declawing my cat. Whew! Yeah, I 
did that. Am I a bit embarrassed to admit 
that? You bet. I think you might call that 
young and dumb.

I have learned A LOT since then (older 
and wiser) and I will never again declaw 
a cat. I will gladly visit with anyone 
thinking of declawing their cat and give 
all the facts about the procedure so that 
folks know what is actually involved.

Some things I do know about 
declawing:

•	 Declawing a cat is very painful 
for the cat and can cause lifelong 
pain. Too often, people think that 
declawing is a simple surgery 
that removes a cat’s nails – the 
equivalent of having your fingernails 
trimmed. Declawing actually 
involves the amputation of the last 
bone of each toe. If performed on a 
human, it would be like cutting off 
your fingers at the last knuckle.

•	 Cats have an instinct to scratch, 
and scratching provides exercise. 
Cats’ claws actually play a large and 
positive role in their muscle tone 
and agility.

•	 Cats need their claws to defend 
themselves. If your cat ever 
accidentally gets out of the house, 
they could be in big trouble without 
their claws. 

•	 Many times, cats that have been 
declawed will bite since they no 
longer have their claws for defense. 
(My declawed kitty did this a lot! 
She would attack our ankles and 
bite them – HARD.)

•	 Many cats that have been declawed 
will refuse to use the litter box. 
They have pain when digging and 
scratching in the litter box. Instead 

Don’t Declaw the Paw
By Cameo Skager
Communications/Development Director

Kitties need to exercise their paws and legs and cardboard scratchers are just the ticket!

of using their litter, some resort to 
using soft, less painful options, like 
carpets, piles of laundry, and even 
the bed or pillows.

I am happy to report that Central 
Dakota Humane Society has a policy that 
restricts cat adopters from declawing 
their new pets. Prior to adopting our no-
declaw policy we experienced multiple 
adopters returning their cats that had 
been declawed. They returned them 
because they were no longer using the 
litter box and were urinating in other 
locations. CDHS was then responsible to 
try to find homes for cats that did not use 
the litter box. That can be a tough sell. 

So, for the comfort of the cats and for 
the convenience of our adopters, CDHS 
no longer allows or condones declawing. 
We do encourage cat adopters to do the 
following:

•	 Keep the cat’s claws trimmed. We 
will even gladly show you how if 
you aren’t an expert yet.

•	 Provide stable scratching posts and 
boards around your home. Offer 
different materials like carpet, 
sisal, wood, and cardboard, as well 
as different styles (vertical and 
horizontal). Use toys and catnip to 

entice your cat to use the posts and 
boards. In my own home, I found 
out that when my cats have multiple 
scratching options, they will not 
bother the carpet or furniture. (And 
believe me when I say, my cats have 
A LOT of scratching options.)

•	 If you have great concerns 
about a cat scratching, ask your 
veterinarian or groomer about soft 
plastic caps (like Soft Paws®) that 
are glued to the cat's nails. They 
need to be replaced about every six 
weeks.

I hope you believe like I do that there 
is no reason to ever maim or mutilate 
a cat’s toes. No furniture or carpet is 
worth the pain they suffer – physically or 
psychologically. I love my cats a whole 
bunch. I mean, I even apologize (over 
and over again) if I step on their tails and 
beg forgiveness if their dish is empty! 
Why would I ever want to hurt them by 
declawing? Like Maya Angelo famously 
said, “Do the best you can until you know 
better. Then when you know better, do 
better.” I’m so glad I figured it all out and 
now I do better for my kitties. And I’m so 
proud that CDHS does better for all its 
kitties too. 
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QUINCY
Hi! I wanted to give you 

guys an update on Quincy! He 
has had some time to warm 
up to other animals and loves 
them all! He’s a natural on the 
paddle board and has learned a 
handful of new tricks! He loves 
blackberries, cheese, pumpkin, 
whipped cream and bully 
bones so far! He gets zoomies 
all the time as well and they are 
the cutest thing! Here are some pictures. I have yet to capture a 
picture of him on the paddle board. – From Quincy’s family

COOPER
It has now been 6 months since 

Cooper (previously Toga) joined our 
family. He will behave like a kitten 
at times and one of his favorite 
activities is assisting in re-cycling 
efforts; that is, he loves shredding 
paper bags! He also continues to 
find great places to hang out. – From 
Cooper’s family

COOT
Update on Coot! He is getting 

really big now and has TONS of 
personality! He loves his big sister 
even though she might not feel the 
same! Last week he decided to go on 
an adventure around my apartment 
complex and say hello to everyone! 
He loves to get me up super early for 
cuddles before work! He is a little 
maniac! – From Coot’s family

ABBEY
Still loving my new 

home with windows and 
doors to watch birds, 
rabbits, squirrels, and 
blowing leaves. I’m a 
hugger, a snuggler, and 
very talkative. Mom and 
Dad, Judy and Sam, take 
excellent care of me. – 
From Abbey 

TUCKER
Hello from Magna, now 

Tucker! There was a big 
adjustment to learning how to go 
up and down stairs, figuring out 
that a TV is NOT a horrible thing 
and that kids are not a threat that 
needs to be growled at. Tucker 
had his first haircut and LOVES 
to play fetch! He smiles all the 
time and has brought such joy to us. He travels well, loves his 
backyard, and has even learned to like our grandkids!  We are 
truly blessed to have been chosen to have Tucker as part of our 
home! – From Tucker’s family

BENTLEY, TORI, AND PICARD
Just an update on the kids. They 

love each other and the play has 
increased dramatically. Tori is a 
little tempest. Bentley loves her and 
Picard gets jealous when they play. 
It sure gets wild. Such sweet kitties. 
– From Bentley, Tori, and Picard’s 
family

CLEM
May 31 marked one year 

of me being with my family. 
I am doing well, and my eye 
keeps improving. Thanks for 
everything. – Love, Clem

FLACO
Just wanted to give you guys an update since it has been 

exactly a year since the day we 
brought Flaco home. He is doing 
amazing and loving life more and 
more every day. He gets to play all 
the time with his big brother Dusty, 
and he loves to cuddle. Thank you, 
guys, again for letting us take these 
two sweet handsome boys home 
with us!  
– From Flaco’s family

Tails of Tails of 
SuccessSuccess
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CDHS New Members, Generous Donors, Memorials and Honors
PLEASE NOTE:

Listings reflect memberships, adoptions and donations from 3-16-24 to 6-30-2024 ONLY

New Members & 
Generous Donations 
Ken Albrecht 
Kathleen Allen 
Tom Allen 
American Crystal Sugar  
American Online Giving  
Sandy Anderson 
Sherry & Craig Anderson 
Susan Anderson 
Susan (Sue) Anderson 
Apex Engineering Group  
Margie Argetsinger 
ASPCA  
Corie & Eric Atwood 
Sandra Baertsch 
Marvel Bailey 
Lynsi Banks 
Eric Barnick 
Bartlett & West 
Joann Bavendick 
Mike Becker 
Bell Bank  
Marlinda Bender 
Benevity Community Impact 

Fund  
Katie & Dave Bentz 
Heidi & Brock Berg 
Brandi Berger 
Cheryl Bergian 
Lexie Bergstrom 
Gloria Bernardy 
Ron & Lorie Berndt 
Eloise & Jim Bernhardt 
Abbey & Justin Beutler 
Cynthia Binder 
Jason Birrenkott 
Jackie Bischof 
Bismarck Cancer Center 
Bismarck Public Schools 

Foundation  
Bismarck-Gerdau Ameristeel  
Bismarck-Mandan Elks Lodge 

1199 B.P.O.E.
Ellen Bjelland 
David Bjornson 
Roland Black Cloud 
Keaton Black 
William Bleth 
Arnel Blood 
Bruce & Jenny Blumhagen 
BNI Coal  
Sally Bohmbach 
Thomas & Susan Bohn
Chelsea Booth
Brenda Boots 
Ruth & David Borlaug 
Allen & Linda Boushee 
Michael Bowley & Terra Miller- 

Bowley 
Lynette Boyko 
Carma Branch 
Allison Braun 
Beth Kisling & Mary Brevik 
Chris & Jodi Brown 
Kjerstin Buboltz 
Jonathan Buchholz 

Sue Buchholz 
Sharon Bull 
George & Renee Bullinger 
Jay & Linda Buringrud 
Carl & Wanda Bye 
CAF America  
Laiken Calavera 
Capital Credit Union  
Carbon Tec Energy Corp.  
Ronald Carrick 
Center-Stanton School District 

#1  
Kevin & Shannon Chaussee 
Sharon Chrest 
Jessica Clark 
Nicole Clark 
Janell Cole 
Norleen & Leon Conitz 
Pam Cook 
Cottingham Insurance Agency - 

Bismarck 
Kimberly Crowley 
Crown Butte Wranglers 4-H  
Customink  
Angela Da Silveira 
Dakota Medical Charities  
Randy & Liza Danielson 
Paige and Nathan Danner
Patrick Davenport 
Al Decker 
Kurtis Decker 
Terry & Marilyn Deeter 
Gary & Heide Delorme 
Alivia Dendy 
M. JoAnne Deringer 
Bryan & Renee Diebel 
Tori Dihle 
Carol Doll 
Rebecca Dorwart 
Robert Dunn 
Lindsey & Chris Dutton 
Mokey Dyk 
Aimee Ebach 
Jeffrey & Dawn Ebel 
Benita & Eric Eberts 
Carol Eckholm 
Brett Ehrhardt 
Ryan Eiler 
Paul Engebretson 
Michelle Engelhard 
Diane “Franky” & Ward Enger 
Kamie Ensz 
Brett Erhardt 
John & Sandra Erickstad 
Estate of Beverly Sorby  
Estate of Charlotte Schmautz  
Estate of Shirley Rutter  
Beverly Everett 
Facebook  
Anastasiya & Marshall Feland 
Jennifer Ferderer 
Nikki Ferderer 
Hannah Ferguson 
Bonny Fetch 
Stephen Fetch 
Pete & Kathy Fettig 
Paul & Grace Feyereisen 

Barbara & Floyd Fischer 
Connie Fischer 
Neal & Lyn Fischer 
Haylie Flesness 
Fort Lincoln Elementary School  
Sarah Freidt 
Chris Fries 
Frontstream  
Maran Frost 
Kent & Monica Gainsforth 
Gary & Colleen Garland 
T. Neal & Momoe Garland 
Gate City Bank - Fargo  
James Gear 
Darcy Roberts Geffre 
Anna & Mitchell Geiger 
Miranda Glass 
Cheryl Glasser 
Marci Goldade 
Janice & Ernest Graham 
Barbara Grauman 
Anne & Martin Green 
Kimberly Gress 
Groupraise.com  
Sandra & Gary Gugel 
Carol & Robert Guler 
Harvey & Vonadean Haakenson 
Diane Haan 
Renee Hagen 
Dennis Biesecker & Theresa Hall 
Alice Halling 
Thomas Hammerel 
Rachel & Justin Hankin 
Nancy Hanson 
Peter Harvey 
Larry & Gloria Hassebrock 
James & Sharon Hawley 
Heart River Animal Hospital 

Staff  
Heart River Animal Hospital, Dr. 

Martin 
Diane Heidrich 
Allison Heidt 
Joe & Wendy Heimann 
April & Matt Heinle 
Penelope & Niel Heinze 
David & Marlene Helbling 
Angie Hellman 
Chris & John Hendrickson 
Lynette Hendrickson 
Jennifer Henry 
Keri Ann Hess 
Jennie Hettich 
John & Nancy Hillerud 
Kayla Hillestad 
Michele Hoff 
Julie Hohbein 
Michael & Karen Holman 
Horizon Algebra Class  
Trina Hornbacher 
Matt & Wanda Horner 
Aleah Hruby 
Jieun Hwang 
Erica & Joshua Hynes 
Interiors by Design  
Chuck & Carol Iten 
Sara Jahner 

Lowell & Karen Jensen 
Phyllis Jensen 
William & Karen Johner 
Kiefer Johnson 
Marilyn A. Johnson 
Mark & Charlene Johnson 
Rachelle “Shelly” Johnson 
Sharen Johnson 
Sherman Johnson 
Sonya Johnson 
Tareena Johnson 
Laura Jones Hill 
Danise Jones 
Greg & Anne Jones 
Jessica Jones 
Bernardine & Fred Jordan Jr. 
Conrad & M. Ann Jordheim 
Kristin Juarez 
Dr. Amy L. Juhala 
Lisa Jundt 
Doug & Nora Kane 
Jeanine & Tim Karch 
Justin Meghan & Cora Karch 
Katie Cashman Fitzsimmons  
Rita Keegan 
Patricia Keller 
Kathleen Kelly 
Jennifer Kemmet 
Jerry & Cindy Kemmet 
Daryl & Virginia Kerzman 
Alyce Kessler 
Jennifer & Kerry Klesalek 
Moorea Knapp 
Shelly Kocher 
Kim Koenig 
Tracy & Adele Koenig 
Shelly & Clint Kohler 
Elena Kostelecky 
Lisa Kostelecky 
Victoria Kowalski 
James Krance 
Richard Krolak 
Betty Kroll 
KT Animal Supply  
Katherine Kuns 
Kim & Peter Kuntz 
Susan Lackman 
Jason LaDuke 
Karen Larrivee 
Kelly Larson 
Jason Lawrence 
Klaudia & James Lawson 
Sarah Lee 
Barb Leinius 
Tamara & Leslie Lelm 
Jennifer Lemming 
Kevin Liebenberg 
Jacqueline Limke 
John (Jack) & Nettie Lindvig 
James & Judy Lockbeam 
Cecelia Lockwood 
Sheldon & Mary Loftsgard 
Susan Long Swen 
Sarah Lorenz 
Brian & Shelley Lubiens 
Rebecca Lucia 
Steven & Christine Lunn 

Beverly Lyons 
Dan & Nikki Lyons 
Connie & Todd Machan 
Frances Mack 
Vicki Magill 
Zachary Mahin 
Melissa Mahlen 
Trisha Maine 
Scott Mann 
Debbie Mantz 
Marathon Petroleum Company
Kimberly Mason 
Ruth & Andrew Mastin 
Larry Schmidt & Pat Mayer 
Jesse & Jess McEvers 
Karen McEvers 
Heather McGannon 
Lara Carlson McGoey 
Sydney McGowan 
Geri McIntee 
Greg & Doris McKay 
Pam & Shawn McKinven 
Judith McManigal 
MDU Resources Foundation  
Erik & Kristin Meidinger 
Ione Melling 
Linda Meyer 
Breanna Miller 
Fran & John Miller 
Lindsay Miller 
Jennifer Millner 
Natalie Mischel 
Missouri Valley Veterinary Clinic  
Matthew & Melissa Mitzel 
Curtiss Moe 
Alex Molander 
Chad Monroe 
David & Judith Moritz 
Tiffani Morman 
Ron Morrell 
Paydenne Mortensen 
RaeAnn Mosbrucker 
Leila Mount 
Gail Nagel 
ND Local Public Health 

Employees  
Andrew Nelson 
Elroy Nelson 
Terry Nelson 
Kalyn Ness 
Katherine & Myron Netzer 
Harry & Nancy Neuhardt 
Jean & Nicholas Neumann 
Blake & Donna Nicholson 
Dennis Nieswaag 
Jenna Nieters 
Lori Nitsch 
Grace Njau 
Kevin & Hildy Oberlander 
Camie O’Connor 
Patrick & Julie O’Dell 
Deb Olsen 
Bonnie Olson 
Danielle Olson 
James Olson 
Rita & Tom O’Neill 
Brady & Michelle Oppegard 
Denise Opsta 
Joe & Amanda Oster 
Tammy Page 
Pallet Depot  
Pampered Chef  
Panda Express  
Craig & Perlita Pankow 
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Panorama Global Funds  
Ellen Paul 
Michele Paul 
Jo Ann Payne 
Pennyfix 
Todd & Terry Perman 
Melody Pesz 
Alfred & Tiffany Peterson 
Jessica Peterson 
Marvin Pfleger 
Danielle Pinnick 
Antonella Pippia 
Pledgeling Foundation  
Lee & Jolene Podoll 
Point CPA  
Ardie & Jerry Poppe 
Krystal Power 
Mary Puetz 
Dorothy Puklich 
Sanda Putnam 
Gabriel Raab 
Michael & Sandra Ranum 
Mari Rasmussen 
David & Lynette Raymo 
Marlys Readel 
Patti Regan 
Brittany Reich 
David & Ann Reich 
Henry & Mabel Reichert 
Judy Reile 
Randy & Peggy Ressler 
Alicia & Chris Retzer 
Amanda Richardson 
Anita Riedlinger 
Karol Riedman 
Richard Riha 
Lee Ann Roehrich 
Lyla Roehrich 
Christopher & Kathy Rooke 
Ken & Kay Royse 
Runnings 
Shellie Rusch 
Evelyn Russell 
Richard & Angela Sabot 
Karla & Rock Sahr 
Lisa & Scott Sailer 
Samantha Sandau 
Sanford Home Health & Hospice  
Judy Sauter 
Kyle & Cydra Sauter 
Mary Sawyer 
Craig & Mandy Schaaf 
Dennis Schafer 
Danielle Scharnowske 
Kelly Scherr 
Robert & Linda Schiermeister 
Jeremy Schiwal 
Karen & Neal Schlabsz 
Jason Berg & Amy Schlichting 
Lauri & Greg Schlosser 
Myles Schlosser 
Laurie & Kevin Schmidt 
Linda & Gary Schneider 
Kevin Schramm 
Christi & Kris Schroeder 
Kelli Schroeder 
Karla Schulz 
Melodie Schulz 
Schwab Charitable  
Scooter’s Coffee Bismarck  
Crystal Scott 
Charlene Seifert 
Kimberly Settel 
Lisa Severson 

Sign Pro  
Larry Simenson 
Elizabeth Simes 
Shelly Sizer 
Cameo & Kiel Skager 
Danielle Smith 
Marj Smith 
Melanie Smith 
Gerhard & Yvonne Socha 
Solheim Camp Ed Rising 1st 

Graders  
Muriel Soule 
April Stern 
Angela Stout 
Shannon Suggs 
Dennis Sundby 
Kimberly & Brandon Swenson 
Tom Szymanski 
Sandra Tessier 
Lila Teunissen 
Texas Roadhouse  
Cathie & Francis Thill 
Delbert & Sylvia Thompson 
Michelle Thomsen 
Thrivent 
Bob & Linda Tonolli 
My & Hong Tran 
Daniel & Patricia Traynor 
Kirsten Tuntland 
David & Nancy Turner 
Zach Turner 
Mike & Amy Ulmer 
Ray Utter 
Vaaler Insurance/Bismarck  
Kathy Van Brocklin 
Wendy Vance 
Justin & Jackie VanderLinden 
Ron & Glenda VanderLinden 
Jennifer & Brent Veil 
Mark Vernon 
John & Marlys Verwey 
Vetsch Independent Power  
Frank & Susanne Vetsch 
Scott & Tamra Volkert 
Gail & Lance Wachter 
Susan Wagner 
Al & Mary Wahl 
Donnita Wald 
Sherry Leatherdale Walters 
Holly Watts 
Colleen Weflen 
Brienna & Mitch Weisbeck 
Harry Robert White 
Constance Whittington 
Sandra Wiedenmeyer 
Jerry & Shelly Wieland 
Dawn Wilhelmi 
Kathryn Williams 
Bill & Annette Willis 
Nancy Willis 
Donna Willmus 
Brenda Willnow 
Annalise Wilson 
Aundria Wise 
Terry & Vera Woelber 
Kristin Wolff 
Patty & Larry Wood 
Taylor Wood 
Mary Jane & Ken Yetter 
John Yunker 
Lyle & Jackie Zachmeier 
Christy & Scott Zainhofsky 
Lila Zander 
Monica Zander 

Conradine Zarndt 
Rocky Zastoupil 
Tim Zastoupil 
Tracy Zeeb 
Kathy Zicher 
Arnold Ziegler 
Denise Ziegler 
Deborah Zillich 
Jaci Jo Zimmerman 
Sherry Zinke 

Adopter Members 
Josie Roberson-Kitzman
Christian Anthony
Jeanine Asbridge
Lynsi Banks
Carole Barrett
Kaylee & Derek Benz
Brooke Binegar
Keaton Black
Madelyn Boehm
Cassy & Steven Clark
Delena & Ken Daniels
Bruce & Jeanne DeKrey
Lacey Dollinger
Alexia Donovan
Lindsey & Chris Dutton
Thomas & Holly Eagle
Benita & Eric Eberts
Anastasiya & Marshall Feland
Kaylee & Derek Fiddler
Connie Fischer
Lindsey Fleck
Kiera Forti
Kelly Franks
Anna & Mitchell Geiger
Carey Goetz
Betty & Mark Gudmunsen
Zachary & Leah Hargrove
Grace Hartman
Allison Heidt
Richard & Steph Hetzler
Doug Hinkel
Lisa & Randy Hoffman
Sheila Hohbein
Brittany Hughes
Olivia Johnston
Gerald Krolak
Katherine Kuns
Maureen Martin
Taunia Martin
Derek & Kari Mayer
Keli & Scott McDonald
Kelly & Karen Meidinger
Madison Moffitt
Jennifer Morrell
Meghanne Naylor
Elena Neumiller
Ashlee Newman
Taylor Nichols
Samantha Nieuwsma
Craig & Perlita Pankow
Noah Person
Brooke Pfaff
Amanda Polanchek
Chase Raulston
Dennis Schafer
Anna Schmid
Allyson Schultz
Riannon & Christian Smith
Jean Summers
Lila Teunissen
Troy Tibke
My & Hong Tran

Deborah Weibel
Brienna & Mitch Weisbeck
John Weisz
Carmella & David West
Amanda Wilson
Aundria Wise

Memorials:
People to Remember:
In memory of George & Cindy 

Auen. George was our 
cousin. We loved these two 
people so very much. From 
Cindi Deavy and Tammy 
Deavy.

In memory of Kyle Berquist. 
From Marjo & Jim Hewitson. 
In loving memory of Kyle 
Bergquist. From Blaine & 
Paula Nordwall.

In loving memory of Gary 
Berreth. From Aaron & 
Jane Berger, Pamela Berreth, 
Kenneth Diers, Janice O’Neill, 
Cleon Diers, Jon & Karen 
Hagerott, David Leer, Nicole 
& Jeff Mindt, Jean Schafer. 
In memory of Gary Berreth. 
From Mia Corrigan, Arden 
Hagerott, Leland & Sharon 
Klein.

In memory of Shanna Booth. 
From Chelsea Booth.

In loving memory of our 
daughter, Tessa Brueni, and 
her Grandma Irene. From 
Dave & Cindy Brueni.

In memory of Melisa Chrest. 
From Curtis & Judith Kroh.

In loving memory of Amelia 
Clooten. From Rodney 
Clooten.

In memory and in honor of 
JoAnne Deringer. From 
Rosie Bussmann, Manny &        
Roxanne Bernal & Family and 
Linda Pennix & Family. We 
love you Aunt JoAnne.

     In loving memory of JoAnne 
Deringer. From Annette Hartl 
Bjornstad, Jennifer Henry. In 
memory of JoAnne Deringer. 
From Marcia & Michael Dunn, 
your friends at Furry Friends 
Rockin’ Rescue, Jennifer 
Morrell & Family, Stephanie 
Santos. In memory of JoAnne 
Deringer, who recently 
passed. Her son Scott is a 
friend and co-worker. From 
Tami Pautzke.

In memory of Izzie DeWitt. 
From Colette & Paul Sukut.

In memory of Floraine 
Dougherty. From Trudy & 
Bryan Jochim.

In loving memory of Jamie 
Fleck. From Karen Berger.

In memory of Steve Geisinger. 
From Deanna Dailey.

In memory of Anna Hagel. 
From Ruth & David Borlaug.

In memory of Arlene Halfhide. 
From Sue Buchholz.

In memory of Roslyn Jean 
Henke. From Ruth & David 
Borlaug.

In memory of Sandra (Stout) 
Illich. From Vicky Larson-
Schmidt.

In memory of Dr. Amy Juhala. 
From Karen Arlien, Claudia 
Berg. In honor and in 
memory of Amy Juhala. 
From Bismarck Veterans 
Memorial Public Library. In 
memory of Amy Juhala. From 
Jannelle & Drew Combs, 
Danielle Goetzfried, Bonnie 
& Michael, Christine & Sky 
Kujawa, Katherine & Myron 
Netzer, Anne Reynolds, Karol 
Riedman, Judy, Adam & Ryan 
Sauter, Katherine Stanek, Kim 
Weismann.

In memory of Gloria Kemmet. 
From Michael & Meri Rauser.

In loving memory of Eric 
Kersey. From Greg & Doris 
McKay.

In memory of Curt Kienzle. 
From Laurel Moser, Barry & 
Pamela Nelson.

In memory of Marv Knoll. From 
Patty & Larry Wood.

In memory of Ann Knudson. 
From John Caldwell and 
Annette Behm-Caldwell, Dean 
& Patricia Conrad, Jean D. 
King, Christine Kujawa, Carol 
Jean Larsen, Blaine & Paula 
Nordwall, Colleen Preszler, 
Allan Tinker. In memory and 
in honor of Ann Knudson. 
From Ronya Hoblit.

In memory of Bruce Knudson 
of Bismarck, ND. From 
Barbara Emery. In memory of 
Bruce Knudson. From Debbie 
Knudson, Joseph Wolfe, 
Jenny Yearous. In honor and 
in memory of Bruce Knudson. 
From Lura Spears.

In memory of Marti Knutson. 
From Norma Anfinson, 
Lynette Baumiller, Jan & 
Jerry DeLange, Ralph & Naida 
Feland, Jean Frykman, Roger 
& Joan Hoovestol, Carol 
& Leroy Humann, Pamela 
Johnson, Linda Juhala, Lonnie 
& Dianna Kindseth, Marvin & 
Carol Ritz, Lonnie & Valerie 
Scharbow, Janet & Roger 
Schmid, Gail & James Sperry, 
William & Marilyn Strutz, 
Barbara Thorsen. In loving 
memory of Marti Knutson. 
From Leland Hagen, Steve & 
Janine Jacob, Jean & Gerald 
Newborg, Charles & Linda 
Paul, Angela & John Ross, 
Silvia Stoxen, Tracee Sutton, 
Marguerite Ulmer. In memory 
of Marti (Marlene) Knutson. 
From Randall & Gwen Nagel.

In memory of Maggie Kohls, 
a dear friend and member 
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of our Bluestockings book 
club. From Janet Daley Jury. 
In memory of Maggie Kohls. 
From the Bluestocking Book 
Club.

In memory of Marie Kramer. 
From Sharon Swenson.

In memory of Lisa LaFave and 
in honor of her cat, Mittens. 
From Carmen & John Devney.

In loving memory of Al Lick. 
From Jeffrey & Lisa Aune, 
Michael & Marlys Bowden, 
Carl & Wanda Bye, Jeanette 
Fettig, Lavern Jessen, Hal 
& Sheila Peterson, Scott & 
Stacy Schuler, Scott & Cindy 
Weigum. In loving memory of 
Alton “Al” Lick. From Bruce 
& Jeanine Cederstrom. In 
memory of Al Lick. From 
Dave & Sue Clark, Jan & 
Terry Daffinrud, Gary Ellwein, 
Burnette Kunz, Tonya & 
Shane Miller, Steve Rustand, 
Sharon Smith, Ken & Donna 
Sorenson, Teresa & Steven 
Tollerud, Susan Wagner. In 
memory of Alton Lick. From 
Bill & Jill Kvasager, Raymond 
Stein.

In loving memory of my wife, 
Joyce A. Masseth. From 
Myron Masseth.

In loving memory of Garrett 
Monzolowsky from the 
Regan Family.

In memory of Leann Moos. 
From RaeAnn Mosbrucker, 
Tiffany & Alfred Peterson.

In memory of Blanche Nagel. 
From Brady Nagel.

In memory of Mary Nygard 
of Hazen, ND. From Mark 
Nygard.

In memory of Bruce Ohme, 
Sterling, ND, who loved and 
cared for their beloved Chow 
Chows! From Debra Struble.

In memory of Grace Rea. From 
Zona, Karla & Monty Stack.

In memory of Bruce Reinarts. 
From Kent & Jacqueline Ellis.

In memory of Burt Riskedahl. 
From Ruth & David Borlaug.

In memory of Dolores Rowe. 
From Barbara Reister.

In memory of Mary Jane 
Sanstead. From Hulen & 
Patricia Bivins.

In memory of Jan & Brody 
Seitz. From Victoria 
Kowalski.

In memory of Peter Selkowe. 
From Ruth & David Borlaug.

In loving memory of Ramona 
Sorneson. From Larry & Fay 
Doll. In memory of Ramona 
Sorneson. From Joan Nelson.

In loving memory of Vivian 
Streyle. From John & Judy 
Gunkelman, J. Joan & Doug 
Mork. In memory of Vivian 
Streyle. From Deb Mathern.

In memory of Kay Strothman. 
From Erica & Joshua Hynes, 
Sanda Putnam. In loving 
memory of Kay Strothman. 
From Thomas & Bonita 
Lenihan.

In memory of David Weiss, 
father of Carrie Schmidt. 
From Ruth & David Borlaug. 
In memory of David Weiss of 
New Salem, ND. From Leland 
Hagen. In memory of David 
Weiss. From Carol & Steve 
Horner, Sharon & Gayler 
Korsmo.

In memory of Merry Wetsch. 
From Tracy Stein.

In memory of Carol 
Wingenbach. From Travis 
and Jo Ann Coyle. In memory 
of Carol Wingenbach, who 
had a special place in her 
heart for animals. From Mark 
& Marilyn Stumpf.

In memory of Jerry Zins. From 
Greg & Doris McKay.

Pets to Remember:
In loving memory of Aspen, a 

loyal friend. No longer will 
you be by my side but you will 
always be in my heart. From 
Sonya Johnson & Family.

In loving memory of Avery, 
also affectionately known as 
“Poochie”. From Marlene & 
David Helbling.

In memory of Bailey, beloved 
pet of Mary & John Blumle. 
From Ruth & David Borlaug.

In memory of Bella, beloved 
canine companion of Linda & 
Erv Hatzenbiler. From Gary & 
Karla Gabriel.

In loving memory of Billie, furry 
daughter of Roger. From 
Marlene & David Helbling.

In memory of Chance, our 
beloved feline companion. 
From Patty & Darrel Bosch.

In memory of Chloe, beloved 
canine companion of Deb 
Bogert. From Rhonda 
Mahlum. In memory of Chloe, 
the sweet, sweet dog of Deb 
Bogert. From Denise & Larry 
Spanjer.

In memory of Duke, beloved 
canine companion of Kristen 
Chodachek. From Ann Dahl.

In memory of Echo, beloved 
pet of the Arvidson-Bluemle 
family. From Mary Bluemle.

In memory of the Johnson family 
dog, Hadley. From Jennifer 
Miller.

In loving memory of Harlow, 
beloved feline companion. 
Happy heavenly birthday to 
pretty little lady. From Jean 
Laidlaw.

In loving memory of our little 
Hooty. From feral to a lap 
cat, giving tons of sandpaper 

kisses... oh how we miss 
those!! Thank you for picking 
us for your forever home. J.J 
& Brent Veil.

In remembrance of beloved 
family dogs, Leo & J.B., who 
passed away recently. They 
were part of the family of 
Chris, Stacy & Olivia Sorlie of 
Atlanta, Georgia. From Sue 
Sorlie.

In loving memory of Maddy. 
From Jennifer Miller.

In loving memory of Maggie, 
beloved Chi-Weinie of Eric 
Henninger. From Camie 
O’Connor.

In memory of beloved canine 
companion, Mancini. From 
Blake & Donna Nicholson.

In memory of my sweet 
(Martyn) May Maree 
Magua Mayer Embry. You 
will always be in my heart. 
From Glenda Baker Embry. 
Thank you to Dakota Prairie 
Vet Service in New Town for 
caring for her.

In memory of Kobi, my 
curious, fun-loving tabby 
cat who brought me much 
companionship and joy these 
past 10 1/2 years. He was a 
very special kitty. I will miss 
him greatly. From Connie 
Fischer.

In memory of LL Bean. Thank 
you for trying to “fix” LL 
Bean. We are so sorry his 
issues were too severe to 
correct. Our sympathy goes 
out to all of you. From Lee & 
Jolene Podoll.

In memory of Maverick, a 
special dog who gave Nate 
unconditional love and got it 
in return! From Dr. James & 
Lorri Nelson.

In memory of Mort, the CDHS 
office staff cat. From Ruth 
& David Borlaug. In loving 
memory of Mort Johnson. 
From Sue Buchholz. In loving 
memory of Mort Johnson, 
beloved & cherished lobby 
cat at CDHS who will be 
greatly missed. From Beverly 
Everett. In loving memory of 
Mort Johnson. He was one 
of a kind. He will always be 
loved and is greatly missed. 
From Lee & Jolene Podoll.

In memory of our black & white 
husky, Mya. Miss you every 
day. From Craig & Peggy 
Sjoberg.

In memory of Nik and Winnie, 
beloved feline companions. 
From Bonnie Schneider.

In memory of Noble, beloved 
CDHS feline. From Roger 
& Vanessa Bosch. In loving 
memory of Noble, my friend 
from CDHS. I miss you. From 

Marlene & David Helbling. In 
memory of Noble, beloved 
CDHS feline. In spite of all of 
his health issues, he remained 
a sweet boy. From Lee & 
Jolene Podoll.

In memory of Oakley, dog of 
Samantha Leno. From Lori 
Nitsch.

In memory of Oscar & Muesli, 
beloved dogs of Jo Ann 
Johnson and Abby Brogden. 
From Mary Ann Johnson.

In memory of Reiley, beloved 
dog of Twyla Zimmerman. 
From David & Peggy            
Anderson.

In memory of Riley, beloved dog 
and faithful friend of Duane 
Pool & Mary Tello-Pool. May 
Riley live forever in their 
hearts! From Jim & Lorri 
Nelson.

In memory of all the Ronderos 
farm dogs who have passed 
away. From Kathy Keller.

In memory of the sweetest 
Golden rescue, Russell. From 
Emmanuelle Hulm.

In memory of Rusty, beloved 
shelter dog. This donation 
will help cover the cost of 
planting a tree for Rusty. 
From Jordyn Fairaizl, Pugsy 
and Batman.

In memory of our beloved cat 
Sammi, who passed away 
11/11/23 at the age of 18 years 
and 8 months. From Daryl & 
Diane Gronfur.

In memory and in honor of Si, 
beloved canine companion. 
From Arnold Ziegler.

In memory of Titus. From 
Sydney McGowan.

	
Honors:
In honor of Byron Bohrer. 

From Mary Puetz.
In honor of Carrie 

Bornemann’s years at CDHS. 
From The Core Dog Walkers.

In honor of Rena Dwelle’s 
birthday. Happy birthday from 
Katie & Dave Bentz, Rena 
& Mark Dwelle, Terry Hieb, 
Grace Leigh, Nancy Louise.

In honor of Beverly Everett’s 
birthday. Happy birthday! 
From Neil & Tami Charvat, 
Lisa Heukelom, John & 
Brenda Miller, Joseph & 
Katherine Satrom.

In honor of Gracie, our beloved 
cat who turned 19 years old 

on 3/17/24. From Daryl & 
Diane Gronfur.

In honor and in appreciation of 
Betsy Hamkens. From Bruce 
& Jeanne DeKrey.

In honor of Michelle Jean’s 
birthday. Happy birthday! 
From Crystal Parker.

In honor of the marriage of 
Rachelle Dietz & Keith 
Johnston of Lincoln, ND. 
They were married on May 11, 
2024. From Nola Weiss.

In honor of Billie Jones. From 
Kimberly Settel.

In honor of Jill Kautzman’s 
birthday. Happy birthday! 
From Laura Walty Myers.

In honor of Beth Kisling’s 
birthday. Happy birthday!

In honor and memory of Elmer 
& Evelyn Klipstein from 
John & Glenda Klipstein 
Sevcik.

In honor of Misty Rae Lauer’s 
birthday. Happy birthday from 
Judy Kroh, Tracy Morton, 
Zersha Zech.

In honor of Al Lick. From Lori 
Hoffer.

In honor of Carrie Mahin. 
From Zachary Mahin.

In honor and in recognition of 
Rita O’Neill’s retirement 
from MDU Resources Group. 
From Stephanie Barth, Justin 
Dever, Cory Fong, Dan & 
Mary Kuntz, Laura, Barb, 
Bob & Cynthia Norland, 
Heather Sanderson. In 
recognition of Rita O’Neill’s 
many contributions to CDHS 
& her retirement from MDU 
Resources. Thank you for 
your service to both groups. 
From Anne & Greg Jones.

In honor of LuAnn Rae’s 
birthday. Happy birthday! 
From Kathy Hammerel.

In honor of Kennedy Shelquist. 
From Eric Barnick.

In honor of my sister. From 
Virginia & Mel Mortvedt.

In honor of Dave Throndset’s 
birthday. Happy birthday from 
Sara Gunsch, Jack Huft, Dave 
Throndset.

In honor of Jamie Vaughan’s 
birthday. Happy birthday! 
From Cameo & Kiel Skager.

In honor of Conradine Zarndt. 
From Diane Ferree.
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Name:____________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________
City:______________________________________________________________
State:______ Zip Code:___________ E-mail:_____________________________
Gift Given By:______________________________________________________
Pay using (check one):
_____ Check/Money Order      ____            ___ 
Amount Enclosed: $_______________
Credit Card #:_______________________________Exp. Date:______________
Signature:_________________________________________________________

w

CDHS Mission Statement
Purpose: The purposes for which the 
Corporation is organized are:
	 1. To provide for, house, rehabilitate, and  

relocate lost, strayed or homeless animals.
	 2. To provide appropriate medical services.
	 3. To foster and promote humane treatment for 

all animals.
	 4. To encourage proper responsibility by owners 

of animals in their care, training or control.
	 5. To cooperate in the enforcement of laws that 

protect animals from cruelty or neglect.
	 6. To promote spaying and neutering of 

companion animals to avoid unwanted litters.
	 7. To help bring about a time when no more 

abused and/or abandoned animals will be 
destroyed anywhere.

	 8. To do such acts and exercise such powers - 
within the law - as may be necessary,  
desirable or incidental to the carrying out 
of the purposes specified above.

BECOME A CDHS MEMBER TODAY!

Membership Categories (check one):
____$10 - Junior (under 18)		 ____$150 - Pet Fanatic	
____$20 - Individual (1)		  ____$500 - CDHS Builder
____$30 - Family (2+)		  ____$1000-$1999 - Lifetime Member
____$50 - Dog Lover	 	 ____$2000-$4999 - Lifetime Benefactor
____$50 - Cat Lover		  ____$5000+ - Lifetime Leader of the Pack
____$100 - Business		  ____ Hush Puppy (Anonymous)
Tax-Deductible Donation Categories:
____$12.50/month - kennel sponsor (one-year commitment)
____$ _________ - monthly donation (CDHS will send an authorization form for your 
		  signature.)
____$__________ - additional donation amount

Send to: 
CDHS, 2104 37th Street, Mandan, ND, 58554-8230 or call 701-667-2020.

Memberships include a newsletter subscription. You will receive a complimentary 
one-year membership if you adopt a pet from the CDHS shelter. Memberships are 
tax-deductible to the extent of the law.

CDHS SHELTER HOURS
Tuesday-Friday from 1-6 p.m. 
and Saturday from 1-4 p.m.

Central Dakota Humane Society
Bismarck-Mandan’s 

NO-KILL ANIMAL SHELTER
2104 37th Street, Mandan, ND 58554

701-667-2020 / info@cdhs.net / www.cdhs.net

Shelter Director, Sue Buchholz, sue@cdhs.net
Assistant Director, Shelly Kohler, shelly@cdhs.net 
Office Accountant, Marcia Dunn, marcia@cdhs.net
Volunteer Coordinator, Stephanie Santos 

volunteers@cdhs.net
Communications/Development Director,  

Cameo Skager, cameo@cdhs.net 
Fundraising and Special Events Coordinator,  

Nancy Turner, nancy@cdhs.net
Board of Directors:
Jerry Kemmet, President – 2024*
David Borlaug, Vice President - 2024*
Karen Schwan Holman, Treasurer - 2024*
Rebecca Dorwart, Secretary - 2025*
Michelle Gayette - 2025*
Anne Jorgenson Green - 2025*
Austin Hawkinson - 2025*
Charlene Seifert - 2024*
(* Date term expires)

CDHS is a nonprofit organization. 
Summer 2024 (Issue 3, Volume 64) 
Focus On All Fours is the official publication 
of CDHS and is published quarterly. 
Editor: Cameo Skager, Designer: Robin Pursley
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Doing great things for pets and people.

Mort

Our lobby greeter, chair 
warmer, favorite friend and 
best boy ever Mort Johnson 
has passed away. One of his 
best friends at the shelter 
was Office Manager Carrie. 
She wrote a touching tribute 
to him.

"Mortimer “Morty” 
Johnson was truly one of 
a kind. He was a tiny little 
scrappy kitten that came in 
close to death’s door. One 
of the employees took him 
home and nursed him back 
to health. He had a larger-
than-life personality, and we 
were all so in love with him 
that we decided he should 
be the lobby cat/greeter.

When we moved to the 
new building – he had a 

Farewell to Our Favorite Greeter – Mort Johnson
new kingdom to explore 
and conquer. Besides 
being the counter holder 
downer, he decided he 
should be a paper weight/
office assistant/dog tester. 
He helped us type out our 
letters – one year he typed 
some random letters on 
a thank you letter. This 
was not noticed until over 
350 of these letters were 
mailed out. He managed 
to rotate the screen on 
our computers, create 
customers in databases, and 
deleted all Shelly’s emails 
because he thought she 
needed a break from work. 

When he wanted a treat 
– he wanted one NOW. 
He would paw at papers, 

containers, bags – really 
anything that he could to 
get your attention and then 
turn around to look at you 
and say, “Hello? Treats?” 
He showed us much love 
and appreciation with his 
daily head butts which 

would knock your glasses 
sideways on your face, his 
loud purrs, and snaggletooth 
rubs. He secretly liked to be 
hugged but only on his own 
terms."

Farewell, Morty. We will 
miss you.


